N O A A’ s A RCTIC WA Il o2 a n d SET RS AT ESGE

NOAA envisions an Arctic where:

e Conservation, management, and use are based on sound science, and
support healthy, productive, and resilient communities and ecosystems,

e The global implications of Arctic change are better understood and
predicted.

Context

The Arctic has profound significance for climate and
functioning of ecosystems around the globe. The region is
particularly vulnerable and prone to rapid change.
Increasing air and ocean temperatures, thawing
permafrost, loss of sea ice, and shifts in ecosystems are
evidence of widespread and dramatic ongoing change. As
a result, critical environmental, economic, and national
security issues are emerging, many of which have
significant impacts for human lives, livelihoods, and
coastal communities.

To address these emerging issues, NOAA has developed an
Arctic Vision and Strategy to guide agency actions in this
region over the next 5 years.

Stmtegy: Achieve b Goals
NOAA will focus its efforts on the following six goals to make the vision a reality:

J Forecast Sea Ice

J Strengthen Foundational Science to
Understand and Detect Arctic Climate and
Ecosystem Changes

. Improve Weather and Water Forecasts and
Warnings

. Enhance International and National
Partnerships

J Improve Stewardship and Management of
Ocean and Coastal Resources in the Arctic

J Advance Resilient and Healthy Arctic
Communities and Economies
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Goal 1: Forecast Sea Ice e Improve daily to weekly sea ice models and forecasts and new
seasonal prediction services
e Multi-decadal sea ice projections
» Retrospective and prospective studies of the linkages between
changes in Arctic sea ice and hemispheric weather and climate

Goal 2: Strengthen e Form the basis for a NOAA Arctic Change Detection System with
Foundational Science e Enhanced and integrated set of environmental observations
e Rapid organization, interpretation of this data in near
real-time

e Water level information and forecasts

Goal 3: Improve Weather and ¢ Improve Arctic marine weather, sea ice and storm forecast

Water Forecasts and services.

Warnings- ¢ Protect northern and western Alaska coastal communities from
storm surge, inundation, and erosion hazards.

Goal 4: Enhance International ¢ Sharing data at multiple levels
and National Partnerships e Expand Arctic protection mechanisms
* Provide leadership and resources to support Arctic governance
and science organizations
¢ Support development of effective SAON process

Goal 5: Improve Stewardship ¢ Continue ongoing assessment programs on marine mammals,
and Management of Ocean fish, and shellfish

and Coastal Resources in the ¢ Expand two existing programs: 1) BASIS and RUSALCA 2) NOAA’s
Arctic ocean acidification program

Goal 6: Advance Resilient and ¢ Overhaul the Arctic Geospatial Framework
Healthy Arctic Communities ¢ Deliver scientific support for Arctic pollution response
and Economies e Survey and map Arctic waters and shoreline
e Support coastal communities with adaptive strategies and
planning tools

;Ex;yrass your vision!

Public comment is welcome on the Draft NOAA Arctic Vision and Strategy from

May 10-June 10, 2010. The full document is available online at
http://www.arctic.noaa.gov/docs/arctic_strat 2010.pdf. Please email your comments to
strategic.planning@noaa.gov

After the public comment period closes, NOAA will finalize the document and begin developing a 5-
year Arctic Action Plan and formal detailed budget strategy. Let your ideas be heard- comment today!

For more information, contact:
Amy Holman, 907-271-5334, Amy.Holman@noaa.gov




