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Economic Activities TWG Focus: Adapting Alaska’s other
economic sectors to climate change
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Option 1. Evaluate Potential Needs for Expanded
Arctic Ocean Oversight and Regulatory Activities

* Less ice may mean that more ports, infrastructure,
and other facilities will be developed in the Arctic
Ocean, providing jobs and investment
opportunities.

* This option recommends identifying needed
services and protections based on increased
use and infrastructure, including search and
rescue, navigational safety, inspection, and
enforcement of environmental and safety
rules.



Option 2. Explore Economic Activity Opportunities
Offered by Climate Change

* Economic opportunities may exist because of the unique
Alaskan environment and early experiences dealing with climate
impacts

* This option recommends exploring the economic
opportunities that may result from climate change such as:

e New possibilities in existing industries - forestry,
agriculture, fishing, mining, oil & gas, tourism
e Carbon management

* Renewable energy (tidal, wind, hydroelectricity) and
energy efficiency

e Sustainable infrastructure development
e Adaptation and mitigation approaches



Option 3. Develop Scenarios for the Alaska Economy

* A better understanding of the potential impacts of climate
change to the State’s natural resource based economy is
needed.

* This option recommends the development of
economic scenarios to better prepare for the effects of
climate change on Alaska, including:

e Examination of known and potential climate,
social, cultural, technical and economic trends

e Assessment of variables affecting the economy -
« Population changes
- Infrastructure changes and requirements
- Sector job growth



| Option 4. Establish a Center for Knowledge Sharing
on Arctic Issues

* Many Alaskan organizations, as well as federal and
international partners, are engaged in disparate efforts
related to Arctic issues and Alaska’s role in the Arctic

* This option recommends establishing a focal
point in a State agency or within the University of
Alaska to encourage knowledge sharing and
networking, as well as providing a clearinghouse
for improved access to information



Option 5. Improve Availability of Mapping,
Surveying, Charting and Imagery Data

* The ability to respond to the effects of a changing
climate require improved knowledge about
components of the physical environment such as
elevation and coastal conditions.

* This option recommends investments in an
accurate and high-resolution statewide digital
base map that includes a digital elevation model
and an acquisition system for imagery. This is in
line with the State’s current Statewide digital
mapping initiative.
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Research Needs

* The EA TWG identified one research need:

e Develop Higher Resolution Climate Modeling and
Monitoring Data
» Finer scale data
« More timely data
« More monitoring
 Better modeling

* Ifyou have additional ideas on priority research needs for
this area, come to:
Climate Change Research Coordination Workshop

Thursday, February 5, 9:15-4:45 pm [Dena’ina Center|



For more information

http://climatechange.alaska.gov/




